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bucklers, reaching their feet and stood in the front
behind whom were those in the rear who used their
long spears with great effect, Eannadu carried his
victorious aims to Elam where he inflicted a great
slaughter on the enemy's forces. Uruk and Ur also
fell to his might. His successor Entemena -was more
a man of peace and a patron of religion.
The last king of Lagash, Urukagina., was the
usurper and a great reformer in the interest of the
common man. Before him Lagash had terrorized
the cities of Sumer and appropriated huge amounts
of exactions which were usually shared by high officials
of state and the priests. Urukagina abolished the
various undue taxes and cut down considerably the
needs, the privileges and the revenue of the priests and
officials. He did not mind even if his ordinances
affected his own purse. He promulgated new laws
regarding divorce and it was his proud declaration
that "the strong man did no harm to the widow and
the orphan." He was thus a great benefactor of the
weak and the oppressed. The result was that by his
favour of the poor and the powerless he made the high-
ups his enemy. Umma in the meanwhile had become
independent and strong and was ruled by the powerful
Lugalzaggisi who resolved to take advantage of the
weakness of his old enemy. He attacked sud4enly
and ended the reign of Urukagina and put an end to
the domination of Lagash.
Lugalzaggisi thus became the chief ruler in Baby-
lonia and he shifted his capital to Uruk where he styled
himself as the king ot the land of Sumer. Kish and
Opis were next conquered and what followed was
unprecedented in the annals of the time; for he carried
his arms right down to the coast of the Mediterranean
across Syria subduing all the territory between Baby-
lonia and the sea. Writes the king in his panegyric,
"From the rising of the sun unto the setting of the
same has Enlil granted him dominion.33 This was